
Repeatability 

Good quality scopes are repeatable. That is, if you adjust your windage and elevation dials for point of 

impact at one setting, then move them around and shoot in different places, often in a square grid, 

then back to the original place, the point of impact will be the same as it was when you started.  

Good quality scopes will also move the point of impact when you adjust your dials, without having to 

"settle in." That is to say, if you move your elevation dial up three inches, your point of impact should 

immediately reflect that. Sadly to say, more often than not, lesser quality scopes won't do this without 

shooting a few times first, to "settle in" the scope's internal adjustments. Some people "tap" on their 

scope with a coin or cartridge case to help this process. "Shooting a box" is a good test of 

repeatability. 

But repeatability is not that important in many scopes. Generally, you will sight in a rifle and leave it 

alone except for minor adjustments required due to changes in ammunition type. If you have a .22 

and just want an inexpensive scope to top it off, you'll generally be fine without absolute repeatability, 

which increases the price of the product significantly. 

 

 


